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1. HISTORICAL CONTEXT

UNHCR Historical Refugee Data Visualization: http://data.unhcr.org/dataviz/





2. WOMEN AND GIRLS AT RISK

More than half of refugees, internally displaced persons and 
asylum seekers are women and young girls.



Constant threat of (sexual) 
violence and exploitation.

Survivors must have 
access to health services 
to overcome trauma, 
malnutrition and diseases.

Reproductive health is 
essential for them to 
maintain their dignity and 
rebuild their lives.



UNHCR Age, Gender and Diversity Policy: Working with people and communities for equality and protection





3. PRIORITISE FUNDING & ASSISTANCE

We call on Council of Europe member States especially the countries with 
most arrivals: Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus, France (Calais), 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Malta, Serbia, Spain, “the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia”, Turkey as well as UN agencies and the civil society to:

– Respond to the disproportionate impact of the refugee crisis on 
women and children and to prioritise funding for their health needs,

– At the receiving points and refugee camps to urgently provide 
better hygiene, medical assistance and offer women and girls 
protection from gender based violence and rape. 

Written declaration No. 600 | Doc. 13898 | 01 October 2015 
Europe’s refugee crisis - urgent need to protect women and children



4. REPORTING & COUNSELING

• emergency contraception

• postexposure prophylaxis to prevent HIV infection

• psychological counseling to rape and other SGBV victims

• dialogue with refugee leaders and groups of refugees

• explaining the laws and available services 

• showing that by reporting these issues they can be addressed





5. PRIORITIES



6. ISTANBUL 
CONVENTION

Since August 2011, until 
August 2014, it has been 
ratified by 20 states, but 
there are still 19 countries 
that have signed it, but not 
ratified it (Belgium is one of 
them)





THANK YOU

petra.desutter@uzgent.be


